The Literature Review
Some things to consider

Purpose:  Present findings of related studies related to your own – it is meant to relate your study to a larger ongoing conversation about a topic.

1. You should use the lit review in to fill gaps and extend the conversation

2. The lit review is also meant to provide a framework for establishing why your study is important

3. Steps in conducting a lit review

a. ID key words to use in your search

b. Search scholarly databases like: ERIC; Proquest; PsycINFO; Sociofile, etc.

c. Try to locate about 10-15 reports of research and theory in articles and books on research related to your topic

d. Look at the abstracts, skim the articles, and look over the bibliographies to get ideas of other places to search

e. Document carefully the findings of the articles you search.  Use a chart like the one below to organize your studies:
	Bibliographic entry (APA format)
	Study population
	Purpose of study
	Method
	Findings

	Guidry, A. (2006). Reflective moral inquiry: A process approach for teaching character education in the secondary social studies. Doctoral dissertation, The University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, 2006). Dissertation Abstracts International, 67 (04). 


	300 9th grade social studies students in two schools in eastern NC
	The purpose of this study was to investigate the differences in student moral stage preference in classes using a process-oriented moral education program called Reflective Moral Inquiry (RMI), and those not using the process approach.


	Quantitative:

Implemented treatment in four classes and compared student moral stage preference as indicated on pretest and posttest versions of  Kohlberg’s MJI to that of students in control group.  Used ANCOVA to analyze data.
	No significant differences between control and treatment group were found in all but one of the investigated subgroups.  A statistically significant difference was found with regard to growth of white males in treatment group.  Provides theoretical support for process- oriented moral education.

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


f. Organize the literature into major topics or themes based on the concepts, arguments, and findings of the studies

4. Model for writing a lit review:
a. Paragraph 1 (Introduction) should include:

i. Summary of your methods for choosing studies for your lit. review

ii. Describe/list the search keywords you used in your lit search

iii. Describe and explain the themes that you chose to organize your review and how/why those themes emerged

b. Introduce each section included in your lit review (these should correspond with your topics and themes)
c. Review topic 1 – for each study, describe the population and duration of the study; describe the research methodological approach; share the study’s findings and the author(s)’ conclusions; detail the significance of the study to your study (see sample “template” below)
d. Review topic 2– for each study, describe the population and duration of the study; describe the research methodological approach; share the study’s findings and the author(s)’ conclusions; detail the significance of the study to your study
e. Review topic 3– for each study, describe the population and duration of the study; describe the research methodological approach; share the study’s findings and the author(s)’ conclusions; detail the significance of the study to your study
f. (Conclusion) Summarize the findings of the review by highlighting the important studies; revisiting the major themes found in the literature; and suggesting why more research is needed

Sample “template” for writing about studies in your lit review:

In Smith & Smith’s (2009) study examining _____________________ in _____________________ school over two years, Latino male students were found to _________________________. Using ______(study method)________________ approach and implementing _____________(treatment)_______________, Smith & Smith concluded ________________________ based on _______________________. This study is significant to the present study because ________________________.

For more information, see Creswell (2003), Research Design: Qualitative, quantitative mixed methods approaches.  Sage publications

